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PERMON 


Preach d before the 


| Sons« * the CLERGY. 


NEHEMIAH ll l.; 14. 


For they awere. counted Faithful, 
and their Office was 10 lliſtribute ui un- 
to their n e 8 
O my God, concerning 
this ; and a *. 


W out my good Deeds, 
that T have done for the Houſe of my 
God, and for the Offices thereof. 


= | theſe words, Nehemiah ſets forth lis 155 


ble Confidence in the Divine Favour, 
which he groundeth upon the Good Deeds 
e had done for the. Service of Religion ; for 
be T9008 of his God, out for the OMees ther 15 
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[SERMON 


Preach d helors the 


Sons of the CLERGY. 
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NEH EMI AE XIII. II 3, 14. 
—— For they were. counted Faithful, 
and their Office was 10 diſtribute un- 
to therr Brethren: Fe 
pemember me, O in God, concerning 
this; and ah out my good Deeds, 
that T have done for the Houſe of my 
God, and for the Offices thereof. 
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7 N theſe words, Nebemiaß ſets forth his hom- 
ble Conkdenee in the Divine Favour, 
2 which he groundeth upon the | Good Deeds 
he had done for the. Service of Religion; ; for 


the * Houſe of his God, and Ab the Offices ther w 
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Ann Preach'd 

I perceiv'd, faith he, that the Portions of the Le. 

vites had not been given them: then contended ] 
with the Rulers, and ſaid, Why is the Houſe, of 
8 God forſaken? Then all Judah brought the Tithes 
a into the Treaſurie : -- And T made Treaſurers, Shele- 
1 miah the Prieſt, and Zadoc the Scribe For they- | 
| were counted Faithful; and their Offce was to 
1 diſtribute unto their Brethren: Remember me, O my 
| God, concerning this. And fo may every One, 
weith an humble Afﬀrance in the Divine 
Providence, ſay, every One, into whoſe 
| Heart God hath put it, this Day, to | 
RO do, what may, in any degree, redound to 
3 the Honour of his Worſhip, or to the Good of M © 
| cholſe, who bear any Relation to his Service; Oc 
EE to the Houſe of God, or to the OHces thereof. 1 
3 | : I che 
For the pions Occaſion of this Venerable | tit 
Aſtembly puts it in our Power to do that Good, 0. 
| which is here intimated to be of the moſt Ex- | H 
8 cellent, and Acceptable kind: That, which, thi, 
| > © a peculiar manner, relates ro the Offces of | 


the Houſe of God 0 That, which you have long 
been happily practiſing at theſe pious Anniver- I. 
ſary Meetings, and have found by the Bleſſing MW "" 
of God on many Years experienee to have con- | thi 


tinually proſper' d in your Hande. ig 
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before the Sous of the Clergy. + 
t may be preſumed, that every One, who 
comes to an Annual Solemnity, inſtituted on * l 
purpoſe to promote the Offices of Charity, [ 
comes with an Heart, that needs no Perſwafion 2 
| to do the Utmoſt; that is in his Power. How- | 


erer, among Thoſe, from whom we deſcend, 
Charity to All chat wanted Relief, was, we 
know, a continual , a daily Practice : and it 
would be therefore almoſt unnatural in Us, if 
this Domeſtic Grace of a Tender Heart, infuſed 
into us by early and long Example, ſhould not 
exert it ſelf with greater Exuberance on ſolemn 
Occaſions, and on Inſtances of a Domeſtic 
Kind : if We, that have been Educated under 
the conſtant Practiſe of Doing Good to all Men, 
ſhould not now enlarge our Hearts, and Hands 
towards thoſe, that are, as it were, of Our Own 
Houſhold ; towards the Indigent Members of 
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MW ts Houſhild of Faith. 

{ | crave your Permiſſion, therefore, at this 
„Time, rather to Repreſent to your Thoughts, 
o (ich what Advantage I am able, the great Wor- 
,- W thincls, and Excellence of this your laudable De- 


gn ; that you may be the more Encouraged 
n Doing, whatever you have purpoſed with 
your ſelves to De, by ſeeing that you do it in 
2 1 the 
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the moſt proper Way. For, when Men are 
fatisfiedz" that they Give to Wiſe purpoſes, as 
they Give more Freely; fo ir ſheds a ſilent, 
and à rational Joy upon their Minds, which 
ſurpaſſes even all the Comfort, they afford to 
the Diſtreſs d. Indeed thoſe that know the 
World ; and are, by that knowledge, and by 
the Bleſſing of God upon it, become moſt able: 
to do gteat Charities, cannot induce them- 
felves to Give, but where they have an Aſſu- 
rance 'tis well laid out, and tends manifeſtly 
to thoſe Good ends, they deſign it. The Cha- 
rities of this Great and Wealthy City, as to 
True and Uſeful Charities, are judged to be 
Equal to thoſe of the whole Nation befides ; 

and the Natural Reaſon of this ſeems to be, | 
that Buſineſs Leads Men into the Knowledge, 
and into the Proper Ways of Doing Good; 


and theteby induceth them to Do it with more 


Liberal Hearts, and Open Hands. There are | 
many Great, and Precious Promiſes made to 
Thoſe, that Endeavour to Do Good ; but un- 
leſs the Good be really Done; the World 


loſes th: Advantage, tho' they themſelves ſhal} | 


not loſe the Reward. And therefore, ſince Cha. 
rities, by their very Nature and Deſign, are to 
be done purely for the Uſe of Others; they 
ought to be Conducted by ſuch a en, 
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Times in Numerous Charities of this Na 
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of the World, as may really produce their Na- 


tural Effect. 2b 
And it may be ſaid, to the Honour of the 
Preſent Age(how little ſoever Deſerv ing on any 
other account) that we truly ſurpaſs All Former 


- 
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When in an Evil Day which ſurely the 
Sons of Clergymen can never Forget) Our Na- 
tion Was Reproachd with a Deficiency of Cha- 


ritable Donations, ever ſince We Reform'd 
{om the Church of Nome; it appear'd, that in 
Value and Quantity, We had exceeded, what 
had been Given to ſuch Uſes , during any 


Equal Period of Time before it. Bur then, as 


to the Quality and Conduct, the Direction and 


Deſign of the many Works of Piety, and Cha- 
rity, now on foot among Us; We may be 
bold to ſay, They far ſurpaſs Thoſe of the 
Dark and Superſtitious Ages. 


I take leave to Enlarge upon this Compa- 


riſon; becauſe that All of this Venerable Bo- 


dy, being properly Deſcendents of the Refor- 
mation, We are Particularly obliged to Vin- 
dicate it from ſo Unjuſt a Reproach : and that 


the 
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meet this Day in ſome Meaſure to ſupply. 
Charity in this Age, is chiefly by Enabling 
of what they Give; and altho' they are Em- 


thers , and no part of it to the Behoof of the 
Governours, or Members of the Corporation: 


Religion, with regard to the Boaſted Piety of 
Former Times; and withal, that I may the 


for thoſe Excellent Methods of Charity, now 
practiſed among Us ; I ſhall Endeavor to ſhew, 


o — PEO EY 
6 A Sermon Preach'd © 
the rather, becauſe the Loſs of Impropriated 
Livings, granted away from the Parochial Ml ; 
| Clergy, to thoſe Monaſtic Foundations, is the Ml | 


Principal Cauſe of All the Wants, which We 
We know, the Manner of Diſpoſing Ou 


Corporations of Many Well Diſpoſed, and 
Wealthy Men, to be Themſelves the Directors 


powerd to receive Perpetual Endowments, 


yet is the Whole in Truſt for the Benefit of O- 


a Method in every part directly Oppoſite to 
that, which Univerſally obtain'd among the 


Now, chat we may do Juſtice to Our Holy 


better excite in your Minds a Due Zeal 


FIRST, 


— 


_— the Sons of the * 7. 


8ST The Uſefulneſs of thoſe I 


in General, which are every day Erected in this 
Kingdom, to the Glory of the Preſent Age. 


SECONDLY, The TOI Excellence of this. 


Corporation fo Relieving the Poor * 
and Sons of the Clergy. 


Thoſe undoubtedly are the moſt Proper Me- 


thods of Doing Good, which are beſt ſuited to- 


the Preſent State, and Exigency of bags oh to- 
che Peculiar Genius, and Conſtitution of a Peco. 


| ple. 


Now, We are grown a very Flouriſhing, 


and Wealthy Kingdom: the Riches are got 


O 
into Numerous Hands; and are diſtributed: 


Equally almoſt thro? the VVhole Body of the- 


Nation: VVhereas in Former Times, the lit- 
tle Wealth, we had among us; and confe-| 


quently, All the Power,. we had of: E Doing; 
Good! by: Charitable Endowments, lay im the- 


Hands of a. very: Few. The Bulk. of che. _ 


tion were: Vaſſals to theſe: Great: Men; 
were either Tenants: to: their Lands ;. 6 tw 
ported by the Profuſe Hoſpitality of their Fa- 


Ales: the Poor needed no- other Proviſiom 5 
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and were indeed ſo Idle, or Ignorant, as not 
ro Deſire it: In General, We. neither ſought a 


it were by an Hereditary Title to Victory; but, 


Alteration is to our Advantage. 


by the Diſtribution of our Wealth through the 


about hy the turning our Hands to Manu- 


— 


Foreign Commerce, nor Thought of impro- 
ving our own Manufactures; but lived pure. 
ly on the Produce of our Lands, and were ſa- 
tisfied with only Conquering abroad, Con- 
quering "Thoſe, whom we have Freſh Reaſon 
ro Hope, we ſhall Ever go on to Conquer, as 


excepting this One Glorious Circumſtance | 
of Our Arms, which is alſo raiſed beyond all the 
Great Atchievements of Former Ages, We Arc, 
in no reſpect, the People we Were. And in- 
deed, by the many Millions, we have been 
Able to Expend, it appears, how much the 


This Great Efect hath been Viſibly produced 
Body of the People; and That was brought 


factures within our Selves; and by Extending 
our Commerce into All parts of the World. 


But now, to have been Able to Bear ſuch a 
Prodigious Expenſe Abroad, for the Liberties 
of Europe, is not more to the Honour of the 
Enoliſh Name; than are the many Excellent 

12 n 


Ah. * 
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This Alteration in the State of our Wealth hath 
ol Late Years Produced. And as, by the 
Providence of God, the Hearts of All Men 


All the Circumſtances of our Preſent Condition 
ſeem to have pointed out to Us the moſt Uſe- 


ful Methods of Doing it. 
Monaſteries, conſider'd only as Charitable 
Foundations, without reference to the ſuperſti- 
tous Ends, for which they were Deſign'd, 
would be a very Improper Charity in this 
Age. We may venture to Affirm, that One 
of Our Modern Schools, for the Training up 
Youth to Induſtry and Buſineſs, is a BenetaCti- 
on more Uſeful to a Trading Nation, than All 
Thoſe Famed Foundations We had among 
Us. A Country, that depends upon Trat- 
ack and Manufactures , loſes by every Hand, 
| that is Unneceſlarily exempted from the Public 
Service. Indeed, the ſeveral Profeſſions, which 
Secure the Eſtates , or Provide for the Health, 
or take Care of the Souls of Men, are abſo- 


Kingdom: However, there is a Proportion 
even here, beyond N 
e creale 


C 


Donations to Charitable Uſes at Home, which 


have taken this General Bent towards Doing 
Good ; ſo the whole State of our Affairs, and 


lately Neceſſary to the very Being of any 


which, if the Numbers En- 


beſore the Sons of the Clergy. 9 
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more would the Erecting ſuch Foundations jj 


of Men properly of No Profeſſion at all, 
a Robbery of the Public, a Depriving it truch 


whilſt we were a. Poor, Lazy, Untrafhcking 


creaſe, they are but a Burthen to the Comme 


nity, and an Hindrance to one another. Mu 


this Age, and this Nation, as ſhould confi 


of fo many Hands, which might be ſerviceab} 


to it in proper Employments. It is trut 


People, we were not fo ſenſible of the Miſchid 
we ſuffer' d from the Want of their Service; 
as from the Zeal,which They conſtantly ſhew! 
of betraying the Sovercignty and Wealth d 
the Kingdom to the Uſurpation of a_Deteſtz 
ble Foreign Power: but now, ſince by thi 
Bleſſing of God, We have Aſſerted our Liber 
ties, and are grown an Induſtrious and Tn. 
ding Nation; were fuch Foundations as Rell 
Charities, as they were Once Blindly thought 
to be, they would be Charities every way 
Improper for the State, and Condition of out 
People. Bur the Divine Providence ſeems V. 
nbly to have interpoſed in this Impertant A. 
fair; and by the Natural Courſe of Things, 
particularly by the Diſtribution of Our Wealth 
thre? the Body of the Nation, to have Direct. 
ed the Native Inclinations to Charity, which 
were ever ſtrong and powerful among Us, into 

: theu 
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before the Sous 
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into the Thoughts of Wiſe and Knowing 
len, Men that have been bred. in Buſineſs, 
d Verſed in the Methods of being truly ſer- 
jceable to Mankind, to ſer themſelves at the 
fead of Thoſe Charitable Corporations, which 


: Kingdom: Inſomuch, that, upon a ſurvey of 
e Vaſt Increaſe of Theſe , and of many o- 


onkiſh Superſtitions, and grew Confiderable 
Wealth and Commerce, We may ſay, There 
ever was in any Age, or in any Nation, ſuch 


Combination to promote them in the moſt 
oper ways: Never were They better Direct- 
h or more juſtly Suited to the Particular Cir- 
mſtances, State, and Condition of a People. 
ut, in the 8 N 1 


SECOND place, as the Uſefulneſs of theſe 
orporations in General conſiſts in their being 
rightly ſuited to the Particular Circumſtances, 
ate, and Condition, We now are in; ſo is 


0 

ere ſomething of that Kind more Peculiar to 

„s Society, which was, ſome Years ſince, 
ected for Relieving the Poor Widows, and 


dns of the Clergy! * © > #7 * 0! „ 
5 C 2 Indeed 


eir Right and Proper Channels to Rare put 


e Now Erected almoſt in every Quarter of 


er Works of Piety, ſince We Reform'd from 


General Spirit towards Uſeful Charities; ſuch 
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nity, and an Hindrance to one another. Much 
more would the Erecting ſuch Foundations inf 


Bleſſing of God, We have Aſſerted our Liber- 
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creaſe, they are but a Burthen to the Commu- 


this Age, and this Nation, as ſhould conſiſt 
of Men properly of No Profeſſion at all, be 
a Robbery of the Public, a Depriving it truely 
of fo many Hands, which might be ſerviceable 
to i nm proper Employments. It is true, 
whilſt we were a. Poor, Lazy, Untrafficking 
People, we were not fo ſenſible of the Miſchicf] 
we ſuffer'd from the Want of their Service; 
as from the Zeal, which They conſtantly ſhewd I 
of betraying the Sovereignty and Wealth off 
the Kingdom to the Uſurpation of a Deteſta- 
ble Foreign Power: but now, ſince by the 


ties, and are grown an Induſtrious and Tra- 
ding Nation, ;. were fuch Foundations as Real 

Charities, as they were Once Blindly thought 
to be, they would be Charities every way 

Improper for the State, and Condition of our 

People. But the Divine Providence ſeems Vi- 

bly to have interpoſed in this Important Af. 

fair; and by the Natural Courſe of Things, 

particularly by the Diſtribution of Our Wealth | 

thro? the Body of the Nation, to have Direct. 

ed the Native Inclinations to Charity, which 

were ever ſtrong and powerful among Us, into 
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before the Sons of the Clergy. 
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heir Right and Proper Channels; to have put 
t into the Thoughts of Wiſe and Knowing 
Men, Men that have been bred. in Buſineſs, 
ind Verſed in the Methods of being truly ſer- 


viceable to Mankind, to fer themſelves at the | 


Head of Thoſe Charitable Corporations, which 
re Now Erected almoſt in every Quarter of 


the Kingdom: Inſomuch, that, upon a ſurvey of 
the Vaſt Increaſe of Theſe , and of many o- 


er Works of Piety, ſince We Reform'd from 
Monkiſh Superſtitions, and grew Confiderable 


n Wealth and Commerce, We may ſay, There 


never was in any Age, or in any Nation, ſuch 
General Spirit towards Uſeful Charicies ; ſuch 
Combination to promote them in the moſt 
proper ways: Never were They better Direct- 
ed, or more juſtly Suited to the Particular Cir- 
cumſtances, State, and Condition of a People. 
But, in the | 


SECOND place, as the Uſefulneſs of theſe 


Corporations in General conſiſts in their being 
brightly ſuited to the Particular Circumſtances, 


Yate, and Condition, We now are in; fo is 
there ſomething of that Kind more Peculiar to 
This Society, which was, ſome Years ſince, 
nected for Relieving the Poor Widows, and 


ons of the Clergy: © © "Tae 
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in General; but the Houſe of God and the Office; 


| Diſtreſs, as they are in This; and therefore, a; 


on the Popiſh Clergy, that They can leave none 


Living Incumbents, and for, their Families al- 
ter them, that the Reformed Churches have 


* 


Indeed; no other Chriſtian Nation hath Oc. 
caſion for ſuch Relief; and therefore, as Oui 


Caſe is Uncommon ; fo is this. Proviſion 4. 


gainſt it much to the Honour, of Thoſe, who 
have E1gaged in. ſo Pious and ſo Neceſſary . 
Work. Hoſpitals for Sick, Maim'd, and Lu- 
natic; and Decent Places of Receſs for Men of 
better Fortunes fallen into decay, are daily rect. 
ed in other Countries ; becauſe the Calamities, 
which require them, are Incident: to Mankind 


thereof are in no Other Nation liable to ſo great 


theſe Misfortunes, ſo alſo are the Charities, 
which Provide againſt them , Peculiarly our 
Own. | 2 


ſt is by a moſt Unjuſtifiable Reſtraint, laid 


t chind them to need a Relief of this Nature; 
and it is by a Decent Proviſion both for tho 


avoided this Reproach. Among Us alone the 
Clergy have ſo Hard a Fate, as to be Feard 
for their Influence, ana Envied for their Riches, 
and yet to have Leſs Power, and a Meanct 


( | Prov iſion 
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Proviſion , than any Clergy in Europe. The 
Returns, that at this Juncture are made of fo 


many Thouſand Livings under Half the Value 


Ir (of ſo many Hundreds under a Fifth, nay, e- 
7 ven a Tenth) of what was judged a Compe- 
; tency in the Worſt of Times, will Juſtify che 


Seaſonableneſs of this Complaint ; will, We 
Hope, in ſome Meaſure, open the Eyes of Our 
Fnemies, of "Thoſe, that Pretend to be Appre- 
henſive of our Power; and Enlarge the Hearts 
of All Our Friends, of Thoſe, that profeſs a 
Concern for the Houſe of God, and for the Off- 
J . 


Tis in Vain to Diſſemble the crying Wants 
of Numerous Widows, and Orphans among 
Us. The Cauſe now appears fo Viſible to the“ 
World, that we need not be aſhamed to Oun 
the I ffet. The Mean Fndowments of Parochi- 
al Cures are Apparently the great Root of theſe 
Misfortunes, and ſurely the Bittereſt Enemies 
of Our Order never Imagined them, (and with 
all their Malice, can never wiſh them) to be 
Meaner , than they now .appear upon Record 
to he. 5 I 
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'Tis True, the Clergy have more Oppor- 
tunities of providing for their Families, than 
any Other rank of Men, of no better Fortunes 
and Circumſtances in the World: their more 

Extended Acquaintance , grounded either on 
the Methods of their Education, or on the 
Exerciſe of their Function in different Coun- 
tries, or on their Good Deeds, and Charities to 
other Men, give them larger Opportunities of 

forming ſerviceable Friendſhips for the ſupport 
of thole they leave behind them: but, not- 
withſtanding theſe Advantages, their Proviſi- 
on is. Generally ſo mean; or they Uſually 
come ſo late into better Circumſtances , and 
therefore enjoy them ſo ſhort a Time, that, 
were it not for a ſpecial Bleſſing on their Poſte- 
- rity, it could not, in the Natural Courſe of 
Things, be, but they muſt be Expoſed to 
much Greater Neceſſities, than even they Al- 
ready are. e | 


But, Bleſſed be the Good Proyidence of God, 
that, under all the Depredations, which were 
made on the Parochial Clergy by the Mona- 
ſteries in Former Ages, and under all the Con- 
tumely, which in This, is ſo plentifully thrown 
upon the Prieſthood , the General ſtreams of 
CEE | Charity, 


* 


— * 


before the Sons of the Clergy, © 1 
Charity, ſo Abounding in this Age and Nati- | 
tion, have not been Diverted from watering "7M 


che Thirſty, Corners of God's Inheritance. He hath 
raiſed up Kings to be Nurſing. Fathers to it , and 
gueens to be Nurſing Mothers: Within Our Me- 
mory this Corporation was Erected by Royal 
Authority, to provide ſome ſuitable Relief for 
thoſe Misfortunes, which no frugality under 
ſo ſlender a Proviſion can poſſibly Prevent : 
but God hath put it into the Heart of our moſt 
Pious and Merciful Sovereign to ſtrike at the 
Root of this Evil; to Prevent, as much as is 
poſſible, the very Occaſion of theſe Calamities, 
by AUGMENTING the MAIN TENANCE 
of ALL the POORER CLERGY. 


This Dew of ROYAL. BOUNTY, lie 
the Precious Ointment, hath not reſted on the 
Head of Aaron, but ran down to bis Beard, and 
went down to the Skirts of his Cloathing 5 hath Ex- 
tended it felf to All the Offices of the Houſe of 
Cad, to All that bear a Relation to the Prieſt- 
hood, to All the: Families of the whole Fribe 
of Lexi. Ls ne 


/ 
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And 1 cata e Conceive , chat in his gien 


Aſſembly, which Meets to promote, accord. 


ing to its Ability, the ſame 2 40 Deſign; 
Norhing could be more Proper, than that 3 


Solemn Commemoration of T Rob al Boun- 


ty ſhould be Annually made from this Place 


to All Poſterity. 


Many Ne Foundations haye been E. 
rected in Former Reigns, tho' not to the 


Right uſes of Piety, yet doubtleſs with a 


Real Deſign of doing Honour to God, and 


Good to Mankind : but, as there is no Pre- 


cedent of a Bounty, directed to the Service 
of True Religion, that Extends it ſelf withal 
to every Quarter of the Kingdom; ſo neither 


is there an Example, from Ane Firſt of thoſe 


Foundations to their Diſſolution, of any One of 


them All, that in their Revenue amounted t to 
a Sixth Part of this Great ſum. 


A Bounty therefore it is Much t to he 2 
unt the Lord in Our Generations: And may the 


G:ear God, by whom Princes reign, ever Remem- 
ber his A. 5 concerning This! Ma ay He never 
wipe out this Great, and Good Deed She hath dne 
for the Houſe of Her God, and for ths Offces 
3 thereof! 
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thereof ! May He ever Proſper the Royal Hand, 
that made ſo Bountiful an Offering to his Altar ; 
and grant it ſuch Succeſs in Battle, that, Year 
by Year, within theſe Sacred Walls, Ir may 
Continue to be lifted up in Triumphal Thank(- 
giwings for Victory, till It hath wrought out a 
Laſting Peace, for the General Repoſe of Man- 
kind | TR 


And now, under this Royal Countenance, 
and Diſtinguiſhing Regard from the Throne. 
it might be juſtly hoped, that the Prieſthood, 


if it failed of gaining Reverence from the Infe- 


yet at leaſt might eſcape vile Indignitics, Con- 
tumely „and extreme Reproach. But juſt in 
this Article of Royal Favour, and perhaps for 
this very Cauſe, We are attacked in a Manner 
Unknown to former Ages, Unheard of in any 


Mahometan State ever ſuffer'd ſuch Inſults to 


be made on any Religious Order of Men, Eſta- 
bliſhed among them: None, but rhe Chriſtian 


the leaſt Pretending to Temporal Power; 


rior (I ſhould ſay the Superior) Orders of Men; 


other Country under the Sun. No Pagan, No- 


Prieſthood, None, but the Refofm d; among 
the Reform'd, None, but the worſt Endowed 
with a Tewporal Maintenance; None, but 
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None, but the moſt Deferring to the Tempo. 
ral Magiſtate; None, but the Prieſthood of 
the moſt Orthodox, Undeſigning, Unreſiſting 
Church, were ever Loaded with ſuch indigni. 
ties; or, without that Extraordinary Degree of 
Chriſtian Patience which they Profeſs, could 
indeed be able to Bear them. 1 
Surely, We may be permitted to Complain 
among Oui Selves of theſe Ourrages ; ſince ou 
nemys Boaſt of them from the Preſs, and Pro- 
claim them Every Day in our Streets. Indeed 
t concerns Us, with ſome Jndignation, ſome 
Vehement deſire, ſome Zeal 5 and even Revenge 
(if I may ſo apply the Wores of the Apoſtle) 
to approve Our Selves Clear in this Matter. For it 
is Reported, thar, from among the Members 
of this Corporation , That Judas hath been 
found, who hath attempted the ſubverſion of 
the Prieſthood, under the ſpecious Pretence of 
I ſtabliſhing the Rights of the Chriſtian Church 
Who nath laid to the Men with Clubs, and Staves, 
aud Torches:; Whamſoever I ſhall Kijs, that /atit 
is He; Take Hin, and Lead him away ſafe. 
Betrayeſt Thou the Church of God with 4 R-! 
and {hall thy Execrable Hand. be found vi 
Us on the Table? God forbid | God deliver Us 


from 


before the Sons of the Clergy. 


from this Profane Preſon , ſaid to be of Our 
Extraction, who would ell bis Birthright for 
much leſs than a Morſel | Since the days of Co- 
rab, the Son of Levi, hath it not been ſaid by 
1 Deſcendent of the Tribe; All the Congregation 
are Holy, Every One of thi Wherefore Lift You 
up Tour Sel yes above the Congregation 7 the 
Lord? 


From Theſe Attempts ( fince We have no 
Lot, whereby to diſcover the Accurſed Thing, 
ſaid to be among Our Tents ) Our only Refuge i is 
to the Covering of the Shadow of the Almighty : I. 
may be, that He hath Heard the Words of this 
Rabſhakeh, whom his Maſters have ſent to Re- 
proach the Living God; aud will Reprove the Words, 
that He hath heard. In the mean Time let Us 
lift up Our Prayer for the Remnant that is Left; 
and, with United Hearts, ſeek The Hokbur 
of the Houſe of Our God : Ler us F ndeavor to 
| repair the Breaches, to heal the Diviſions, that, 
to Our Real Reproach, are now fi:{t in chis Age 
unhappily / crept in even among the Houſe of 
Leni. An Enemy doubtleſs hath done This; the 
ſame, chat alſo ſer at Work that Unſan&ify ed 
Hand from among Our Selves, to pull Gen 
Al che Sacred Fences of Our Order, to lay it 
D 2 | Lois, 


Fermon Preach d 


am deaf ded ; None would. be Expoled col 


Toa. aud Even. with the Ground. Let us alſo Extend 


among Us ariſe from a Cauſe, which. (as wel 
have ſeen) it ts not in our Power o Pievent; yet 
will Theſe be another Real Reproach to Us, 
if We do not, eſpecially when We Meet in the 


upon Moſt of Us here, cheifly on account off 
that Relation, We All bear ro the Altar. None 


degree, a Reputation to their Deſcent, a Vindi- 


6— 


our Concern to the Ohces of the Houſe of God. 
Tho? the Wants of the Widow, and the O phan 


Solemn Manier, exert our Utmoſt Carc to 


Redieſs chem, as 600 hath Enabled Us. 


doubt not bas You are 7 to Wee 
your Aſſiſtance to the many Ocher Pious Cos- 
porations, which, in the firſt part of this 
Diſcouſe, I have Nieman: to be All Uleful in their 
Kinds, and Excellently Suited to the preſent 
Condition of This Kingdom: But This is“ 
Our Province, Our Proper, and Domeſtic 
Charity. Thoſe that are f the  Honſhold. # 
Faith , have a. Natural Claim, an Equi- 
table Right to ſhare in the Goc Things, 
which Providence ſeems to have ſhowrd down 


appear in chis Aſſembly, who are not, in ſomel 
cation of the. Marriages of the Clergy”: and lf 
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Neceſſities and Want, were. it in the Power of 


This Body to afford Them a ſuitable Relief. 
[ris far beyond the Abilities of Our Corpora- 
tion to effect This at Preſent; however its 


growing Revenue may anſwer it in proceſs of 


Time: And there is One Circumſtance, which 
may give us hopes, that this Evil will not 
Riſe upon Our Hands 7 ä 


The Poor Widows among Us can be but 


One Generation: the Orphans, by This Cha- 


rity, may moſt of them grow up to be Uſeful 
Men, at leaſt to be ſo well Provided for in 
the World, as not to convey their Neceſſities 
to Others after them: but Thoſe of Our Line- 


age, whom God {hall bleſs with proſperous 


Fortunes, will, we Hope, to diſtant Ages ever 


Remember, that the Happinneſs of cher Fami- 


lies (how great ſoever n, may be in times to 
come) owes it's firſt Riſę to their Deſcent f; om the 


Clergy; and will, theret ore, continually deliver 
i: down! in Charge to: their, Children, and their 


Houſhol ds. af1 ter them that They endeavour, by 
à due Compaſſion towards their Indigent Bre- 


_ thren, to Entail the ſame Bleſſings on heir Po- 
ſterity. Thus may an Evil, that is of a Limi- 
ted Kind, and cealing, as it were, in every ſin- 


gle 


— 


te th. * 


-ole deſcent, be at laſt Ballanced by a Growing 
Remedy, which dilates it ſelf, as it paſſes thro! 


and your Affections are duely Warnvd with the | 
rity : but doubtleſs nothing can ſo raiſe you 


Often found upon your Minds, when you have 
been Preſent in This great Aſſembly. 1 


ble Army; fo do alſo Good Men on Earth | 
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every Generation. 
And now; I truſt, Your Hearts are Enlarg'd, | 


View, I have endeavour'd to give you, of the | 
particular Excellence of This moſt Uſeful Cha- 


Zeal at this Time, as to Recolle& with your i 
ſelves that Holy Pleaſure, which Y ou have 


The Venerable Appearance of ſo many Pro- 
ſperous Inſtances of God's Bleſſings upon Us, 
will Naturally provoke us All unto Love and to 
Good works ; will Excite in Our Minds more 
Exuberant degrees of Charity, of Brotherly 4 
Kindneſs, and Compaſſion. There is ſome- 
thing Contagious, as it were, in Multitudes, 
when they Meet on Any, even on Ill Deſigns : 9 
bur, as the Spirits of Juſt Men made Perfect arc 
uſually deſcribed, Worſhipping God in a Glo- 
rious Company, a Goodly Fellowſhip, a No- 
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ever find their Souls. better Diſpoſed, and mor 
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famed with a Zeal of Promoting His Glory 
here, when they Meer together for Works of 
piety in Great and Awful Aﬀemblies, God 
hich promiſed His more Immediate Preſence in 


Theſe ; and, as He is now in the Midſt of Us, 


Ve may be Aſſured, that, Whatever we Dedi- 
cate; This Day, to the Hononr of his Holy 
Religion, to the OHces of the Houſe of Our God, 
He will Remember us concerning this : that He will 
never wipe out the Good Deeds of this Kind, which 
ne have done, or ſhall Do; never Forget that 
Work, and Labour of Love, which We ſhew unto 
His Name, in that we have Miniſtred unto the 
Saints, and yet do Miniſter. And may He Aſſiſt 
us with Grace, duely to Perform Theſe moſt 
\cceprable Works of Charity here, till He 
Vonchſafe to bring us All unto That Mount Sion, 
hat City of the Living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem; 
md to an Innumerable Company of Angels, to the Ge- 


era Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt- born, which- 


we Wrutten in Feaven ' 


To God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoft be aſcribed All Glory, and Power, 


Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, both Now and. 


for Ever, Amen. 
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